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This image of Mark Samson from Camberley, who has motor neurone disease, with his 
daughter Cheryl Samson features in this year’s awareness campaign by the Motor Neurone 
Disease Association.

MAURICE-1971

Camberley man is poster boy 
for motor neurone campaign
Picture of father and daughter appears on billboards and posters at railway and underground stations

A CAMBERLEY man with 
motor neurone disease has 
become the face of a charity’s 

national awareness 
campaign.

A photograph of former 
computer programmer Mark 
Samson, 56, and his daughter 
Cheryl Samson, 28, is at the 

centre of this year’s Motor 
Neurone Disease Association 
(MNDA) campaign. 

The initiative is held each 
year to coincide with Motor 
Neurone Disease Global 

Awareness Day on June 21.
Mr Samson, of St George’s 

Road, appears on billboards 
and posters in London 
Underground stations and at 
more than 300 railway 

stations across England and 
Wales including Camberley 
station.

His image also features on 
postcards being distributed 
at MNDA’s 89 branches as 
well as at dozens of GP sur-
geries and hospitals.

“I went to Camberley sta-
tion to see one of the bill-
boards and it was turning a 
few heads that day,” he said. 
“Our branch has had an in-
crease in inquiries this month 
so the campaign is certainly 
making an impact.”

He was finally diagnosed 
with the condition, which 
makes sufferers’ muscles pro-
gressively weaker, in May 
2012 following nine months 
of tests to rule out other po-
tential causes.

Since then, he and his wife 
Gail have been active mem-
bers of the south-west Surrey 
branch of the MNDA. They 
regularly attend meetings at 
Guildford Cathedral and help 
to plan fundraising activities.

The couple help with the 
running of a support group 
for motor neurone disease 

sufferers and take part in 
street collections. 

Their daughter has raised 
money for the MNDA 
through sponsored runs.

Mr Samson also cam-
paigns for doctors to be 
trained to recognise the 
symptoms of motor neurone 
disease earlier. He recently 
held a meeting on this sub-
ject with health secretary and 
South West Surrey MP Jeremy 
Hunt.

The theme for this year’s 
MNDA campaign is about 
sufferers losing their power 
of speech. It also explores the 
efforts being made to protect 
their voices and create natu-
ral-sounding computer 
speech programmes. 

Mr Samson said that, al-
though his voice is getting 
fainter, he is still prepared to 
use it to make people more 
aware of how motor neurone 
disease sufferers cope with 
the condition.

He has also been updating 
a blog each day this month, 
which is available at www.
mdwsamson.wordpress.com.

“When the MNDA ap-
proached me, I was happy to 
get involved in this cam-
paign,” he said. 

“I felt that it was the least I 
could do because, without 
the support I receive from the 
association, things would be 
much more difficult.”

Daughter Cheryl, who lives 
in Kingston, said she was im-
mensely proud of her father’s 
resolve.

“He’s such a selfless per-
son,” she said. “This cam-
paign, I’m pretty sure, has 
been a huge boost for him – 
to give something back to the 
MNDA, although it was a big 
thing for both of us to open 
up our private life in this way.

“Every day, he faces his 
condition with the same re-
solve and strength. I’m just 
so proud of him. 

“It’s a cruel disease, and 
the stresses and strains are so 
clearly visible.

“But he’ll never give up. 
He’s a strong-willed, intelli-
gent man.”

For more information, go 
to www.mndassociation.org.

by Fergus McEwan
fergus.mcewan@trinitymirror.com

FRIMLEY and Camberley 
Society of Arts (FCSA) will 
hold its annual summer 
exhibition in Camberley later 
this month.

The society will launch the 
event with an evening recep-
tion on Thursday July 17 be-
tween 7.30pm and 9.30pm at 
High Cross Church.

Then, between 9.30am and 
5pm over Friday July 18 and 

Saturday July 19, visitors will 
be able to peruse for free doz-
ens of pieces of work, crafted 
by FCSA members.

Art teacher and historian 
Marilyn Cudmore from 
Farnborough Sixth Form will 
judge the works.

Tickets for the reception 
are free from the church, 
Brackendale Arts in Sparvell 
Way, or via 01276 24627.

Artwork set to go 
on show at church
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