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View from the Chair
Ronnie Corbett, much-loved star of many comedy
TV and radio shows over the years, especially when
partnered by Ronnie Barker in ‘The Two Ronnies’,
died on the 31st March. It was only later that it was
announced that he had died from MND. Just a few
days before I write this, it was announced that racing
driver Neil Cunningham, rumoured to be The Stig on
‘Top Gear’, had also been taken by MND at the age
of 53.

As summer approaches, we are getting into our
programme of street collections. If you’d like to help
with this, contact Mary Carr on 01483 419774, and
she’ll find you a target. You’ll not only be helping to
raise money, but will also be putting MND in the
public eye, so more people in our area know about
this horrible disease even if they are untouched by it.

Best Wishes,
While obviously tragedies for their families as well as
losses to anyone with a sense of humour or an
interest in motor sport, the death of such well-known
public figures will ensure greater awareness of MND
among the general population, so we may at least
be thankful for that.

SUMMER MEETING

AEROBILITY

Our next Open Meeting is on Wednesday 15th June,
as usual in the Education Centre at the Cathedral.
This one always has an ‘End of Term’ feel, so we’ll
keep formalities minimal!

Do you “Feel the need - the need for speed”?
Like Tom Cruise in ‘Top Gun’, you too can soar off
into the wide blue yonder even if you have MND!
Aerobility is an organisation which specialises in
getting people with all sorts of disabilities airborne.
OK, not exactly in an F-14 Tomcat, but a light
aircraft which doesn’t go quite as fast, or make as
much noise!
Conveniently for us, they operate out of Blackbushe,
and have a hoist permanently mounted on the
airport apron, with which budding pilots can be
helped to mount their steed.

Dave Setters, seen here with his wife Helen at a
fundraising event, is Campaigns Contact for East
Surrey Branch, and will be talking to us about
Campaigning. Dave is living with MND and is
naturally very keen to make sure our political leaders
are fully aware of the nature and implications of
Qualified flying instructors do the flying for the initial
MND.
trial flight, but depending on the individual’s
circumstances, it may be possible to continue to
Come along to give him a listen, and enjoy a little
proper lessons.
social get-together afterwards. The strawberries are
good this year . .
A half-hour introductory flight currently costs £63.00.
If you’re interested, click on the Aerobility website on
http://www.aerobility.com and have a word with Bob.
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News

Wednesday 16th March

Saturday 19th March
St Andrews Garrison Church, Aldershot

Branch AGM
As promised, the formalities were dealt with in short
order. The existing committee found themselves in
their seats for another year, and we moved on to Dr
Carey Morris’ talk on experiences in his medical
career, which proved as entertaining as always. Our
thanks go to him.
_______________

Waverley Singers, Orchestra and Soloists
J.S. Bach’s St John Passion
The music was glorious, and the patrons generous we made just over £1000 in the collection! People
were moved by the late Mark Stone's prose poem
that Rosalyn Landor kindly read for us, and many
asked for a copy, so we've made it available on our
website http://mndswsurrey.org.uk/news

Sat 14th May
Staines Rugby Club

Many thanks to the Waverley Singers and all who
supported this event.
_______________
18th

Charity Rugby Match
in memory of Cheryl Leach, in aid of the MNDA.
We provided a few helpers to sell raffle tickets and
food, and generally wave the flag.

April

Many congratulations to Professor Ammar AlChalabi for winning a prestigious award at the
American Academy of Neurology (AAN) research
conference taking place in Vancouver, Canada.

Lisa Milella did a great job with the collecting bucket.
Here she is (in the bar!) with (l to r) Bob Hodgson,
Linda and Brian Brignall, and Mum Gail Milella

Professor Al-Chalabi is an MND Association funded
researcher and Professor of Neurology and
Complex Genetics at King’s College London. He is
also the Director of our MND Care and Research
Centre at King’s.

A great time was had by all, and over £2500 was
raised. Nobody really cared much about the result
on the pitch except the players, but Staines (‘The
Dirty Ducks’) won resoundingly 67-3 against ‘The
Mucky Ducks’.
_______________

The Sheila Essey Award is jointly given by the AAN
and the ALS Association in the USA, and
recognises an individual who has made significant
research contributions in the search for the cause,
prevention of, and cure for amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS, a type of MND).

Friday 13th to Sunday 15th May
Mary Hainline’s Open Garden & Art Event, Bramley
This year we were blessed with good weather, and
this may have raised the spirits of the visitors and
encouraged them to dig deep. In the end, the total
raised for our branch was a record £1600 plus!
Our grateful thanks go to Mary and Doug Hainline
for making this possible for the eighth consecutive
year.

Prof Al-Chalabi is receiving the award for his role in
helping us learn more about the complex causes of
MND, including the role of genetics in the nonfamilial form of MND.
Prize money of $50,000 will go to research and the
training of researchers.
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STREET COLLECTIONS 2016
We’re getting into our stride with this year’s street collections, with Godalming, Farnham and
Cranleigh done, and six more to do.
You can support the Association’s efforts in Care, Research and Campaigning by doing as little as
an hour on a Saturday morning, with a collecting box on a street corner near you!
Treasurer Alvin did a brilliant job on the citizens of Cranleigh this year, persuading them to part
with almost £200 of their cash - perhaps you can beat that! Doesn’t matter if not, as every little
helps.
Mary Carr is in charge of the roster, so let her know if you’d like to help out, on 01483 419774 thanks.
Remaining targets are:
11 June

Camberley

23 July

Guildford

2 July

Haslemere

6 August

Woking

9 July

Aldershot

10 September

Staines

Staines

Godalming
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Financial Update
from 4th February to 31st May 2016
Thumbs Up Club Winners

Static Collecting Boxes

The collection boxes located in West Surrey’s shops Unfortunately we had a computer hiccup in last
quarter’s Newsletter when reporting the December,
& taverns yielded a total £ 238.55
January & February winners. Luckily the names and
values were all correct; it was only the months that
Little Market Merrow:
£ 7.80
got muddled. Our apologies for any confusion
Harpers Photographic Woking: £ 11.00
caused.
White Lodge Farm:
£ 19.00
Celebration Cakes Cranleigh:
£ 81.00
Recent lucky winners were:
Nisa Bramley:
£119.75
March:

Donations/In Memory

R J Bennett
Dr C Morris
H Perry
C Jackson

Since our last Newsletter donations totalling
£1534.00 have been received.

( 19)
( 37)
(118)
(234)

£50.00
£30.00
£25.00
£20.00

A Martin
( 42)
A Husaunndee (11)
H Worsley
(274)
M Monteath (155)

£40.00
£30.00
£25.00
£20.00

S Powell
V Speers
A Shephard
T Whitehead

£40.00
£30.00
£25.00
£20.00

Street Collections
April:
To all those who helped with our recent street
collections please accept a sincere thank you from
the West Surrey Branch. The donations received
were:
Godalming:
Farnham:
Cranleigh:

May:

£475.55
£676.16
£656.90

Other Activities

(290)
(219)
( 81)
(255)

If you would like to participate in the ‘Thumbs Up’
Club, please contact Sallie Bushen on 01483
274337 for a Share Number application form. Each
annual Share is £12.00 payable either by bank
Standing Order or cheque payable to MNDA
Cranleigh Thumbs Up Club.

Again we are very grateful to those individuals and
groups who organise their own fund raising events
to support the MND Association. In the last four
months a total of £4,090.62 has been raised. Our
thanks go to the following:
The Waverley Singers St John Passion concert
raised £1,007.00

Alvin Hale, Treasurer

Mary Hainline’s 3 day Open Garden event raised
£1,611.62 (and there’s some more to come)
The Woking Soroptimists had a Pig Racing Evening
resulting in a £360.00 contribution.
Mary Carr had a special birthday this year and
received monetary gifts for MNDA totalling £440.00
Roger Dyer continues with fund raising events which
have raised £635.00 for our cause.
Finally the Branch’s Spring raffle yielded £37.00.

Care & Equipment
A total of £1,653.38 has been spent during the last
three months to benefit people in our area in need of
care and special equipment.
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Coming up . . .
23rd July 11.00 - 3.00
Street Collections - see page 4

Godalming Jazz Choir

***

The Rotunda, Friary Centre, Guildford

1st - 30th June

As part of the Guildford Fringe Festival, the choir will
be performing and kindly helping us with our street
collection that day!

MND Awareness Month
Including the ‘Silence Speaks’ campaign

***

If you’re a natural chatterbox, why not challenge
yourself to doing a sponsored silence for the MND
cause? It doesn’t have to be for the whole month - a
few hours will do!

21st September
1st

Open Meeting of the 2016-17 season
Speaker tbn

***

_______________

2nd - 16th June
South Coast Road Trip

Research latest

Lynn and Clive Hudson will be travelling all the way
from Broadstairs to Land's End via public transport,
to raise money for the MND Association.

The results of an MND Association survey on
diagnosis were published on 1st June. It says about
They will be near us on Tue 7th June (Hove), Wed
20% of people have to wait more than a year before
8th (Worthing), Thur 9th (Portsmouth) and Fri 10th
seeing a neurologist. GPs send the patients round a
(Southampton). We will have a small team to urge
series of specialists in a long process of elimination
them on their way; more details of this will appear on before they home in on neurology. This is
our facebook page
understandable, as there is no one test for MND,
https://www.facebook.com/MNDASWSURREY/
and most GPs see only one or two cases of the
disease in their career, but it is important to speed
More details about Lynn and Clive’s expedition on
the process up as far as possible so appropriate
http://mnda-eastkent.org.uk/wordpress/?p=650
care can be organised quickly in what is often a fast***
progressing condition.
15th June

The MNDA and Royal College of General
Practitioners are co-operating to improve and speed
up diagnostic methods, and say that this is now
having some effect.

‘End of Term’ Open meeting
It would be appreciated if you could bring a Raffle
prize - thanks
***

***

21st June

The MND Association in the UK has now raised 68%
of their fundraising goal for Project MinE *. With this
amount they have sequenced 1,207 DNA profiles.

World ALS/MND Awareness Day
***
23rd - 26th June

Even more samples are currently being analysed by
our sequence provider Illumina in the USA, leading
to a total of 1,422 DNA profiles for the UK.

Hickstead Derby Meeting
We can obtain some complimentary tickets.

After whole genome sequencing the researchers
have the raw data of the full DNA profile. That
means that each of the 3 billion letters in each
person’s DNA can be analysed. The analyses of the
UK data will soon start at King’s College London by
the research group lead by Prof. Ammar Al-Chalabi.

If you’re interested, contact a committee member
***
25th June
Cranleigh Carnival
Do you have any unwanted gifts, family heirlooms
etc that you’d like to see the back of?

* Project MinE is an international initiative, which
aims to sequence 15,000 MND genomes across
several participating countries including Belgium,
France, America and Australia.

We could perhaps sell them from our stall at this
year’s carnival and make a bit of money for the
branch. See what you can find in the attic and pass
it on to any committee member or bring it along on
the day - thanks
***
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Can you help?
By bus:

We always need more Super-people to help us to
improve what we do, especially with fundraising.
(Anything legal considered!)
If you have ideas and energy, and want to make a
difference to people with MND now and in the future,
please get in touch with anyone on the ‘Who’s Who’
list opposite.

There are no public bus routes that come
right up to the Cathedral; however, there
are several routes that stop at the bottom
of Stag Hill, leaving a 5 minute walk up
the hill to the Cathedral. Get off at the top
of The Chase.
___________________

Who’s Who in West Surrey Branch

___________________

Are you living with MND?

Chair:

Bob Hodgson

Vice Chair:

Mary Carr

Treasurer:

Alvin Hale

Secretary:

Joan Hornett

01483 893588
. . Or do you know someone who is? Are they
feeling a little solitary?

01483 419774
01252 310962

Informal 'Drop-in' meetings are held every month in
the Cathedral Refectory, specifically for anyone with
MND and their family. You are very welcome to
come along to share your experiences, ups and
downs, or just chat to friends over a cup of tea.
First Wednesday of every month at 2.00 pm.

01252 325851
AV Co-ordinator:

Lucia Woodward

01428 643459
Membership Sec: Alison Husaunndee
01483 723645
Branch Contact: Joan Hornett
01252 325851

___________________

Open Meetings

___________________

Guildford Cathedral Education Centre
2.00 to 4.00 pm

Please note:

Wednesday 15th June 2016:

Things change between newsletters!

‘End of Term’ Summer Meeting

You can keep in touch with news and events by
keeping an eye on our digital accounts which are
usually updated every few days:

‘Campaigning’
by
Dave Setters

website:

plus Summer Refreshments

http://mndswsurrey.org.uk

facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MNDASWSURREY

***
Wednesday 21st September:

or twitter: https://twitter.com/MNDA_SWSurrey

Speaker to be confirmed
National Office:

_____________

MND Connect 0808 802 6262

How to find us
By car:

By train:

email: mndconnect@mndassociation.org

Stag Hill, Guildford, GU2 7UP
Adequate free parking

National website: www.mndassociation.org

10 min walk from Guildford Station

tel: 01604 250505
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